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At midnight on January 8th, 1974 Michael 
Bennett (who had already choreographed 
Promises, Promises, Coco, Company, and 
Follies,) met with twenty-five Broadway 
"gypsies" and a tape recorder In a dance studio 
In Manhattan. What happened over the next 
thirty hours In two ali-night sessions became 
the basis for A Chorus Line. Said Bennett: 
"What happened was amazing. It had been 
years since they had thought about their 
childhood and how they had become dancers. 
Everyone was getting these triggered memories 
and they were all talking to me. I said this Is 
like an audition, the strangest kind of 
audition..... At the time Bennett didn't really 
know what he would do with all this dancer 
verite material he had gathered, but over the 
next 18 months he and his collaborators, 
supported by Joseph Papp's Public Theatre, 
crafted In workshop what would become the 
longest running musical on Broadway. 

The world has changed In many ways 
since 1974, Including the advent of AIDS, which 
took the life of Michael Bennett In 1987. Yet A 
Chorus Line continues to speak to audiences 
around the world In unapologetically honest 
terms of life, growth and risk. The characters 
Bennett brought to the stage touch us In the 
audience not because of our own struggling 
dance careers(!), but because we are all 
engaged In that basic human endeavor of 
striving for that which we desire, of putting 
ourselves on the line for something worth the 
risk of failure. Their struggle Is ours, as Is their 
triumph. 
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Comillg nttractiolls from the 
Gil/III Perforlllillg Arts Departlllellt. 

March 21 The GUIIII Sl/l11VhOllic Balld 
• • 

performs in concert with the Foothill 
Symphonic Band at the Foothill College 
Theatre. 
7:00 PM 

April 15 District Balld Festival 
Spangenberg Theatre. 
7:30 PM 

April 24 The GUIIII High School Choir 
performs in concert with the El Camino 
Youth Symphony at Fox Theatre in 
Red wood City. 
7:30 PM 

May 6,7,8,13,14,15 
Studellt-Directed Olle-Acts! 
At the Gunn Studio Theatre. 
8:00 PM 
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